
Common 
Name

Alleghany  
Serviceberry

American  
Elderberry

American  
Hazelnut

Nannyberry  
Viburnum

Red Osier  
Dogwood

Winterberry

Species Amelanchier laevis Sambucus canadensis Corylus americana Vibunum lentago Cornus cerisia Ilex verticiilata

Growth Rate 1-2’ per year 1-3’ per year 1-2’ per year 1-2’ per year 1-2’ per year 1-2’ per year

Mature Size H 15-25’, W 15-25’ H 5-12’, W 5-12’ H 10-16’, W 8-13’ H 15-18’, W 8-12’ H 6-9’, W 8-12’ H 6-10’, W 6-10’

Soil Type Medium to moist, loam, 
sand, tolerates clay

Tolerates, wet  
and clay soils

Dry, Medium, Moist,  
clay, loam, sand

Medium to Moist,  
clay, loam

Moist, well drained  
clay, loam, sand.  

Tolerates wet sites

Medium to wet well 
drained clay, loam

Sunlight Part Sun Full Sun - Part Sun Full Sun - Part Sun - Shade Full Sun - Part Sun - Shade Full Sun - Part Shade Full Sun - Part Shade

USDA Zone Zones 4-8 Zones 3-9 Zones 4-9 Zones 2-8 Zones 2-7 Zones 3-9

Seasonal  
Interest

White spring flowers 
followed by red berries, 

orange-red fall color

White spring flowers  
followed by drupes of  
purple-black berries, 
gold yellow fall color

Yellow, copper  
and red fall color

White flowers in spring, 
burgundy fall color,  
dark blue berries

Vibrant red stems year 
round, creamy white  

flowers in spring,  
White berries in summer, 

purple red fall color

Yellow to purple fall  
color, vibrant red berries 

on females in winter

Wildlife  
Value

Berries are a food 
source for birds and 
mammals, nesting  

habitat for birds

Berries are a food source 
for birds and mammals, 
nesting habitat for birds, 

deer browsing

Nuts are a food source 
for many birds and 

mammals, deer  
browsing

Berries are a food source 
for birds and mammals, 
nesting habitat for birds,  

deer browsing

Berries are a food source 
for birds and mammals, 
nesting habitat for birds,  

deer browsing

Berries are a food source 
for birds and mammals, 
nesting habitat for birds, 

deer browsing

Uses
Hedges, wet sites,  
naturalizing, edible  

landscaping

Hedges, wet sites,  
naturalizing, erosion 

control edible  
landscaping

Hedges, mass plantings, 
naturalizing, edible  

landscaping

Hedges, mass plantings, 
naturalizing, edible  

landscaping

Hedges, specimen 
planting, mass planting, 

wet sites

Hedges, specimen  
planting, mass planting, 

wet sites

Deciduous Shrubs Deciduous Shrubs 
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